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“Its presence at the Armistice Day 
memorial was spine tingling, lending 
gravitas and generating interest at what 
is annually a moving and emotive event” 
Norman Warwick 

All Across the Arts 

 

Recipient: All Across the Arts 

Project: Cenotaph: 21st Century Viewpoint 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £5,000 

 

A local artist, John Cooke, was commissioned to deliver his idea of creating a mobile arts 
installation based on his photograph of Rochdale Cenotaph taken from above providing, for 
the first time, a view of the unknown soldier in repose on the top of the memorial, the size of 
which precludes a view from ground level. 
 
The resultant mobile installation was unveiled on Armistice Day 2014 in the Rochdale Town 
Hall where it served as a backdrop for an exclusive reading of ‘Consider The Poppy’, a 
poem written by Simon Armitage, one of the country’s leading poets, and guest at Rochdale 
Literature and Ideas Festival 2013.  This unveiling and reading took place before an 
audience of distinguished guests among more than 300 people including Armed Forces 
Covenant members and military veterans and relatives, Councillors and the Mayor of 
Rochdale, as well as invited guests from beyond the Borough. 
 
The art installation now resides on the ground floor of Number One Riverside where along 
with the digital war memorial installation by artist Liam Dean it has formed what is becoming 
known as a ’commemorative corner.’ 



 

 

  

 

Cenotaph: 21st Century Viewpoint has been used as a back drop for the awards ceremony to 
young poets from local schools who had been given workshops about the project and 
subsequently written relevant poetry for a library competition.  This presentation took place in 
front of an audience of around sixty people.  The ‘commemorative corner’ is also intended to 
be used as a venue for a special reading in April 2015 by local poets of Gallipoli poetry to 
commemorate the anniversary of the battle at Gallipoli.  These poems were created in free 
workshops, freely delivered by local professional writers, which also introduced the local 
poets and participants to the Cenotaph: 21st Century Viewpoint installation and its notion of 
changing perspectives informed the poetry created. 
 
The project has raised the positive profile of the Borough, enjoying wide coverage in print 
and on the digital media.  The artist has given talks free of charge to local groups and the 
story and photographs of its unveiling have been published in the three local papers within 
the MEN media group; Rochdale Observer, Middleton Guardian and Heywood Advertiser, in 
their ‘all across the arts’ pages and also been discussed on the weekly ‘all across the arts’ 
programme on Crescent Community Radio.  The installation has been discussed in the 
media by ‘all across the arts’ not only as an individual art work in its own right, but also as an 
integral part of Rochdale Borough’s socially inclusive and cohesive centennial 
commemorations of World War One.  The effect of this has already been shown in literary 
works produced by local artists in workshops led by local professional writers and facilitators. 
These workshops have increased literary skills, raised awareness of local arts and related 
services such as those provided by Rochdale Libraries and have reached people from school 
to pensionable age. 



Unveiling of Cenotaph: 21st Century 

Viewpoint on Armistice Day 2014 in 

Rochdale Town Hall 

 

 

  

 

Further evidence of the success and importance of the installation is that it played a pivotal 
part in acquiring funding for the creation of a digital World War One learners resource pack 
being designed to bring communities together to consider and commemorate the war.  This 
resource will introduce Cenotaph: 21st Century Viewpoint and other major local art works to 
students and special interest groups, and create further work that, being in the digital field, 
will travel across Borough borders into neighbouring authorities across the region and out 
into the country as a whole. 
 
The installation, which contractually was handed into the ownership of the funding body by 
the artist, was intended to be a mobile installation which schools, arts groups and community 
groups, etc could ‘borrow’ from the owners to display in situ to their members for agreed 
periods to generate wider learning and production of further artwork. 
 
The project was delivered by the artist to deadline and on budget and visitors to Number One 
Riverside can often be seen standing for a few minutes to consider it and other works in 
‘commemorative corner’.  The installation has already been used to generate arts workshops 
and to speak to other art forms to generate wider consideration of the notions of war and its 
commemoration.  As the artist was a former member of the Armed Forces, the art work 
speaks itself and ‘speaks’ knowledgably. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“We have purchased a 4 wheel Mayfair 
Freerider which replaces an old scooter 
and this will save money in repair costs” 
Michelle Hollinrake 
Manager, Rochdale Borough 

Shopmobility 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Borough Shopmobility 
Project: Shopmobility Scooter Replacement 
Fund: Projects Fund 
Awarded: £985 

 
Shopmobility provides manual powered wheelchairs and powered scooters and volunteer 
escorts to help people who have limited mobility shop with ease and enjoyment in Rochdale's 
Town Centre.  It is for anyone, regardless of age, whether their disability is temporary or 
permanent.  The service had 124 registered members in 2013/14 who made 1,974 shopping 
trips.  Shopmobility also provides escorts for people with sensory difficulties, to help with 
shopping. 
 
As part of the Shopmobility service, scooters are delivered to members who arrive in their 
private cars at various disabled parking facilities within Rochdale Town Centre and 
arrangements made to collect the scooter/wheelchair on their return, and help transfer 
shopping items to their transport.  Also this delivery and collection of scooters service is 
offered to members who travel on the bus arriving and departing at the Transport Interchange 
at their stop. 
 
A fleet of 16 mobility scooters is available to members and Shopmobility try to replace a 
scooter when its age and condition do not warrant the cost of further repairs.  A grant was 
awarded to Shopmobility to replace one of their mobility scooters as the service has a duty of 
care to provide equipment that meets the needs of their users, safe to operate and complies 
with Health and Safety standards. 
 

The replacement mobility scooter is a welcome addition in enhancing the service provision 
with members given the freedom to shop, socialise with friends and family and access 
business and banking services independently with confidence and dignity. 

We are delighted to have received the grant and our members have been using the 

scooter already and would like to thank the Members of the Rochdale Township 

Committee for their support. 

Michelle Hollinrake 

Manager, Rochdale Borough Shopmobility 



 

  

 
Recipient: Canal & River Trust 

Project: Canal Festival 2014 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,000 

 
The Canal Festival aims to promote the canal as an opportunity to improve health through 
participation in activities, learn about history and heritage, develop skills and encourage the 
local community to value and respect their outdoor environment.  The Canal & River Trust is 
the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and Wales, caring for the 
nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, archives and hundreds 
of important wildlife sites.  The Trust believes that living waterways transform places and 
enrich lives and their role is to make sure there is always a place on people’s doorsteps where 
they can escape the pressures of everyday life, stretch their legs and simply feel closer to 
nature. 
 
The grant awarded to the Canal & River Trust contributed to the wider 2014 Canal Festival and 
set out to improve and enhance community engagement for local people from the Rochdale 
Township, giving them opportunities to engage in outdoor activities and learn about their local 
canal.  The project aimed to engage more local children, young people and their families, 
enabling them to benefit from and have access to outdoor activities and leisure opportunities.  
The activities also encouraged families to value and respect their outdoor environment, with 
the aim of contributing to a reduction in anti-social behaviour, increased use of the canal and 
wider community safety.  The project supported the Township priorities by improving services 
for children and young people, enhancing quality of life and improving leisure and recreational 
opportunities and promoting healthy lifestyles. 
 
Canal & River Trust organised, promoted and run taster sessions in canoeing and kayaking 
plus family nature discovery, crafts and angling during October and November 2014.  
Participants of the kayaking gained new skills, had opportunities to make new friends and build 
their confidence as well as learn about their local outdoor space and water safety.  The family 
angling taster day was supported by professional angling instructors and concluded with a 
competition.  All participants were awarded with a certificate and fishing tackle. 
 
The overarching Canal Festival, now in its 8th year, has had great benefits for communities 
across the borough, aiming to engage local people and encourage them to appreciate, value 
and enjoy their local outdoor canal space.  Evaluations carried out throughout the festival’s 
lifespan has shown perceptions of the canal are improving.  By encouraging families and 
young people to access specific targeted activities such as those delivered in Pennines 
Township, the Canal & River Trust encourage a new generation to care about and respect the 
waterway and increase the number of people positively using the canal. 

“We want to encourage everyone to explore, 
enjoy and learn about our local canals through 
a range of events from guided walks and bike 
rides to outdoor theatre and arts, fun days and 
practical events.  The annual canal festival is 
a popular event engaging communities with 
their local waterways” 
Lucy Rogers 
Enterprise Manager 

Canal & River Trust 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“By using the location and equipment, 

this has also led to high numbers of 

children attending training and creating a 

community feel within the club” 

Sarah Buckley 
Club Secretary 

Springfield Park JFC 

 

Recipient: Springfield Park Junior Football Club 

Project: Equipment for Springfield Park JFC 

Fund: Communities & Engagement Priority Fund 

Awarded: £438.69 

 

Springfield Park Junior Football Club formed in June 2014 with the aim of encouraging young 
people back into sport.  One of their primary goals is to use the football club to build bridges 
within the community by encouraging parents to get involved in the running of the club and to 
give local children the opportunity to join a football club irrespective of their ability.  The club 
has four teams and play in the Heywood Village Mini Soccer League.  Further participation is 
encouraged with Saturday football available to those children who cannot commit to 
competitive football. 
 
The club provides training sessions on the grassed area in the middle of the athletics tracks 
in Springfield Park to improve the fitness and abilities of the players.  The grant awarded 
enabled the club to acquire equipment to help players enhance their general stamina and 
speed.  Slalom poles assist the players with their close ball control skills and agility flat run 
ladders with their foot speed and co-ordination.  Young people get into the habit of exercising 
weekly in a hope that they carry this on into later life – setting the right habits now so they 
grow into healthy adults.  The results so far have been very impressive with an increase in 
attendance and the reputation of the club which has led to new coaches joining and children 
considering the club for next season. 



 

 

 

  

“…people of the estate put in rubbish 

that can’t be recycled or household 

rubbish.  The skips arrived at 8.45am 

and all filled by 10am” 

Joan Turner 
Secretary 

Brotherod Estate TRA 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Township Office 

Project: Brotherod Estate Clean Up 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £850 

 

A representative from Brotherod Estate Tenants and Residents Association approached the 
Rochdale Township Office about conducting a clean up on the estate.  The project received 
the support of the Area Forum and funds were awarded to hire five maxi skips on Saturday 
18 April 2015 for the clean up on Brotherod Estate.  Leaflets were distributed to local 
residents to make them aware of the planned community clean up event and they were 
encouraged to volunteer their time to clear litter and remove fly tipped items to improve public 
spaces.  The clean up is a message to other people on the estate that someone cares about 
the area and it is not a place to dump unwanted items/rubbish. 



 

 

 

  

“Centre staff are more confident now in 
making the facility accessible to the 
community, ie not having to turn users 
away due to malfunction or internet 
unavailability” 
M Habibul Ahad 
Centre Manager, Bangladesh 

Association & Community Project 

 

Recipient: Bangladesh Association and Community Project (BACP) 

Project: ICT Suite 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £1,716 

 

BACP, Bangladesh Association and Community Project is a well-established charitable 
organisation providing support and services to the local community.  A drop-in ICT facility 
open every week day offers a free and convenient solution to a practical need faced by the 
community.  BACP’s ICT suite provides the local community the opportunity to explore, learn 
and spend leisure time in a convenient and welcoming bi-lingual environment.  Unemployed 
local people can drop-in at their convenience all through the week for online learning, job 
searching, sending and receiving information, preparing and printing documents, building IT 
knowledge (improvement of skills and raising aspirations).  Young people use the facility as 
an after-school IT club during term time and enjoy exploring the internet and socialising in a 
safe environment throughout the school holidays.  Sessions are held for the community to 
learn and improve their IT skills as well as using the internet to spend their leisure time 
exploring sites of choice, network and build social relationships (promote wellbeing, build 
confidence and independence). 
 
The ICT suite was in urgent need of maintenance with the server having become inoperative 
and requiring immediate replacement.  A number of PCs were frequently crashing as they 
needed new hard drives and motherboards plus ‘internet café’ software to be introduced to 
bring back all the PCs in a default setting after use at the end of the day.  The grant enabled 
BACP to upgrade their ICT equipment to regain the infrastructure to provide an unhindered 
free IT service to the local community. 



 

 

 

  

“We have now successfully achieved 
funding from the CCG to be able to plan 
further courses across each of the 
Townships along with additional training 
to qualify more instructors to take 
courses” 
Paul Gardner 
Health Activities Officer 

Link4Life 

 

Recipient: Link4Life 

Project: Functional Fitness MOT Course 

Fund: Communities & Engagement Priority Fund 

Awarded: £820 

 

Link4Life delivered a ten week Functional Fitness MOT course to improve the health and 
wellbeing of residents in Rochdale Township and help those participants have a better quality 
of life.  Evidence had shown a gap in the provision for this type of course in the Rochdale 
Township with the current Falls Prevention Programme delivered by Pennine Care only 
accessible after a fall or hospital related stay and currently had an eight month waiting list. 
This programme is primarily designed as a prevention or early intervention measure for those 
becoming frail and at risk of falling.  The course is designed and accredited through the 
British Heart Foundation and Active Ageing Foundation and national evidence indicates that 
maintaining functional abilities can contribute to a decrease in access to acute services. 
 
The course held at Rochdale Leisure Centre provided all participants with increased 
confidence with everyday tasks inside and outside the home environment.  Activities 
improved postural stability, strength, flexibility, and balance to promote greater 
independence and reduce the risk of falls in the future.  The course increased participants’ 
knowledge and awareness around the main factors associated with living a healthy lifestyle, 
encouraging pathways into continued activities, both within and outside of Link4Life 
facilities.  One of the participants has made themselves a member of Link4Life and booked 
onto an induction for the fitness suite.  Six of the participants have now been able to move 
onto the gentle exercise classes at Rochdale Leisure Centre after showing great 
improvements in mobility and overall functional fitness after completing the course.  Without 
this course taking place they would not have had a natural pathway to move onto the next 
activity.  All participants have now started to use the knowledge and techniques learnt on 
the course to do the simple exercises at home and continue to make improvements 
following on from the course. 

Feedback from participants 

“The course was better than expected.  I found the leaders more supportive than I had expected.  I 
have since taken up swimming and joined slimming world, and offered to be a volunteer for further 
Functional Fitness courses” 
 

“It was very enjoyable as well as being good exercise, everyone was very friendly, I am going to carry 
on coming to another class at the centre” 
 

“The course was better than expected, had pleasant instructors and good company, I enjoyed meeting 
new people and feeling more mobile! I have since the course joined an extra exercise class and 
generally exercised more!” 



 

Before and after images of the restoration of the 

war memorial located in the churchyard of Christ 

Church Healey 

 

 

 

  

“…seeing the stunning and unexpected 

results, as no one knew how light 

coloured the granite would be under the 

years of grime” 

Stephen Partington 
Church Warden 

Christ Church Healey 

 

Recipient: Christ Church Healey 

Project: Christ Church Healey War Memorial Restoration 

Fund: Armed Forces Fund 

Awarded: £938 

 

The granite war memorial on the south side of Christ Church had become discoloured and 
lost some of the lead lettering.  Low level vandalism to the memorial had occurred, partly 
encouraged by the neglected appearance of the monument.  The memorial was no longer a 
fitting tribute to the fallen Frist World War soldiers from the parish. 
 
Improvements to the war memorial involved appointing a local experienced mason to check 
the stability and condition of all the lettering on the memorial, replace missed raised lead 
letters and black enamel, renovate existing lettering with black enamel, clean the granite and 
kerb set, and realign the kerb set of the memorial.  This project safeguards the future of the 
war memorial in both its social and historical context as the community’s chosen method of 
remembrance and important source of information for future generations. 



 

 

 

  

“…even though we came back with slightly 

more medals last year with 2 medals being 
given for each individual winner, we actually 
won more divisions this year.  Had they given 2 
medals for each individual winner this year, we 
would have easily broken last year’s medals 

count!” 
Sensei Irfan Ansari 
Chairman 

Doryoku Karate Club 

 

Recipient: Doryoku Karate Club 

Project: Doryoku World Champs Squad 

Fund: Communities & Engagement Priority Fund 

Awarded: £2,255 

 

Doryoku Karate Club provides quality tuition in martial arts to local people and encourages 
members to compete at regional, national and world championships.  The club has won 
many accolades in the karate field.  In 2013 the club won a total of 611 trophies from just 12 
competitions that also included winning 155 medals at the WTKA/WKA World 
Championship. 
 
The club received a grant to support the attendance of 16 athletes at the Unified World 
Karate Championships in October 2014 with many returning to retain their world titles.  The 
opportunity to compete at the very pinnacle of the sport of karate offers considerable 
benefits to the members from fulfilling their potential in elite athletic performance to cultural 
and organisational education that may encourage them to pursue a career of their choice in 
sport as a performer, coach, admin staff or even in facility management.  Also individual 
goals are established for each squad member that are achieved through endeavour and 
perseverance.  Positive traits of leadership, team building, co-operation and communication 
skills are developed.  Members act as role models and mentors to other novice members of 
the club as well as in the wider community. 



Doryoku World Champs Squad celebrating their success at the Unified World 

Championship in Italy 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Club members returned from the Unified World Championships with 109 medals (54 Gold, 
32 Silver and 23 Bronze).  It was an excellent and exceptional achievement.  Sensei Irfan 
Ansari commented “while it’s difficult to win any World Championships medal, it’s worth 
noting not just the amount of medals won, but how we won them, ie 54 Golds means we 
remained un-beaten in 54 events, then 32 Silvers and only 23 Bronze indicates that indeed 
our athletes work very hard in their training sessions and remained focussed throughout the 
tournament and during its preparation phase”. 
 
Doryoku Karate Club’s success at these competitions over the years has resulted in more 
young people getting involved in the sport and benefiting from the health and wellbeing ethos 
promoted in a social and safe environment.  Young people are encouraged to participate in a 
sport that will build their confidence, improve their fitness, develop their social skills and 
aspire to become a world class athlete. 

“Success breeds success!  Another benefit is that many people from the wider community 
have joined the club after reading about our members’ successes in the local media.  Thus 
in turn, has helped them change their character and benefit from the healthy lifestyle we 
offer.  Invariably, parents tell us that their child is much more conforming at home, and at 
school, more disciplined in life and has raised their standard of education due to our 
coaching by emulating the success of the World Champions within our club”. 
Sensei Irfan Ansari 
Chairman 

Doryoku Karate Club 



 

 

 

  

“I am delighted that you have made the 
very kind offer to replenish our crockery 
in the Day Hospice.  Springhill Hospice is 
truly The People’s Hospice, and we could 
not manage without the kind support 
offered” 
Julie Halliwell 
Chief Executive 

Springhill Hospice 

 

Recipient: Springhill Hospice 

Project: Crockery for Day Hospice 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £863.60 

 
Springhill Hospice opened in 1989, and provides specialist palliative care for people with life-
limiting illness.  In-patient, Hospice at Home, Day Hospice, Outpatient and out of hours 
advice line services are available for patients throughout Rochdale and surrounding areas.  
In addition to services for patients, care is extended to the patients’ carers and families. 
 
Patients, visitors, staff and volunteers all value the catering service at Springhill Hospice.  In 
particular, patients regularly comment that the standard of the food and the way it is presented 
has helped them regain their appetite and aided their treatment. 

The Day Hospice provides help and support for patients who are coming to terms with the 
physical and psychological challenges which accompany their illness.  Crockery in the Day 
Hospice had depleted significantly due to breakages and normal wear and tear and needed 
replenishing.  Replacement crockery not only helped in the day-to-day operation of the Day 
Hospice, but also ensured that events held in the Springhill Suite, such as the Carers’ Pamper 
Days and Wellbeing Days, can be adequately catered for.  The grant enabled the Hospice 
Catering Team and Day Hospice staff and volunteers to continue to present patients’ meals 
and refreshments to the highest possible standard. 



 

 

 

  

“The new trolley will enable the clothes 
to stay cleaner longer and also to 
protect them from any damage caused 
due to falling on the floor” 
Kenny Farrar 
Centre Manager 

Sparth Community Centre 

 

Recipient: Sparth Community Centre 

Project: Sparth Nursery Equipment 

Fund: Members Fund 
Awarded: £240 

 
Sparth Community Centre aims to improve the lives of the residents of Sparth and other 
users of the centre through providing a range of educational, social and recreational 
activities such as nursery sessions, after schools club, Saturday club, girls group, play 
schemes, youth club, luncheon club, Friday dance sessions, Tuesday evening disability 
group and Friday evening social group for older people. 
 
Sparth Nursery applied for a grant to purchase a new trolley for storing the clothes used by 
the children for dressing up/role playing activities.  The current trolley had become unstable 
and very difficult to move from store cupboard to the main hall where the nursery meet.  
The condition of the trolley resulted in clothes falling off the trolley and onto the floor then 
being stood on by the children causing either damage to them or simply having to wash 
them more frequently than normal.  The children also find it difficult to re-hang the clothes 
onto the rack when they are tidying away at the end of the session.  The model of trolley 
selected can be moved easily and safely by staff and children from the store cupboard to 
the main hall, and will keep the clothes clean and tidy.  The dressing up/role play activity 
sessions allow the children to develop their imaginations, encourage freedom of expression, 
channels their energies in a constructive way and builds their confidence and social skills. 



Castleton’s war memorial boards state 

‘To the glory of God and as a tribute to 

the honoured memory of the men of this 

parish who fell in the Great War 1914-

1919’ 

  

 

Recipient: St Martin’s Church 

Project: Castleton (St Martin's Church) Memorial Boards 

Fund: Armed Forces Fund 
Awarded: £3,342 
 

Memorial boards to honour the men of the parish who fell in the First World War were installed 
in St Martin’s Church at the request of the people of Castleton.  The church building became 
derelict in the 1990’s through dry rot infestation and the memorial boards were put into 
storage.  An English Heritage grant in 2002 funded the refurbishment of the church and the 
adaptation of the building for community use meant there was no longer wall space for the 
memorial. 
 
A service was held at St Martin’s Church in August 2014 to commemorate the centenary of 
the First World War and the memorial boards were retrieved from the belfry where they had 
been stored and put on display for the people  
of Castleton to view.  St Martin’s PCC decided 
the memorial boards should be placed  
on permanent display and a grant was awarded  
to mount the boards in a mobile frame that  
could be moved as needed in the church  
building and put on show for special occasions  
at other venues.  The work on the memorial  
boards was undertaken by NJP Joinery of  
Fieldhouse Industrial Centre.  The frame is  
made of top quality mahogany and the whole 
has been finished in a satin clear vanish 
with polycarbonate protection to the panels 
It is a lovely piece of furniture in-keeping 
with the building and has been admired by all. 

“…many of the families who have resided 
in Castleton for over a century will now 
have access to the memorial.  It will be 
decorated with poppies and will be a 
centrepiece for the Remembrance Sunday 
service” 
Barry Wild 
Licensed Reader 

St Martin’s Church 



  

 

Recipient: Springfield Park Junior Football Club 

Project: Springfield Park Junior Football Teams 

Fund: Members Fund 
Awarded: £1,084.62 
 
Springfield Park Junior Football Club was established in 2014 with the ambition of creating 
a youth football club that can serve its community and children for many years to come.  An 
open day was held with the kind assistance of a local Premier League professional, Craig 
Dawson, an England U21 International and West Bromwich Albion player who used to play 
in the park as a junior footballer himself.  He was kind enough to work with the team and 
offer encouragement. 
 
The club approached their Ward Councillors seeking a grant to purchase football equipment 
for the current two teams and planned new teams.  Equipment acquired with the grant 
included spot markers, hi vis crowd barrier, corner posts with flag sets, football goals, mesh 
football bibs, footballs, ground anchors and First Aid kits.  In addition, funds were awarded 
to cover fees to qualify two coaches with FA recognised coaching qualifications. 
 
Springfield Park Junior Football Club has successfully achieved FA Chartered Standard and 
increased to four teams with 58 children registered who participate in exercise every 
Saturday morning with the option to play football at a competitive level on Sunday 
mornings. 

“The project was a massive success – 
from June when we started with 11 
players, we have 5 times that many 
players now with plans to double the club 
to 8 teams next season” 
Eugene Warrener 
U11 Manager 

Springfield Park JFC 



  

“In partnership with RBH, Members 
supported funding for the installation of 
new toddler play equipment at Digby Road. 
There were no facilities for younger 
children in the area. Now there is new 
equipment for local children to exercise, 
improve their balance, enhance their social 
skills and have fun” 
Katie Moore 
Townships & Engagement Officer 

Rochdale Township Office 

 

Recipient: Environmental Management, Rochdale Council 

Project: Early years play equipment for Digby Road Play Area 

Fund: Ward Fund and Capital Fund 

Awarded: £14,028 

 
Dicken Green Estate had a small fenced area on Digby Road suitable for the installation of 
play equipment for young children.  The modular play equipment selected provides a safe 
and secure environment for local toddlers to enjoy fun physical activities. 
 
The early play equipment suitable for aged 18 months to 6 years consists of four square 
towers, slides, steps, climbing wall, suspension bridge, inclined net traverse, two pod seats 
with finger maze play panel, sides ‘n’ shapes play panel and four bridge spinning activities.  
Environmental Management prepared the site with the installation of a new safety surface 
with timber edging and supplied a self-closing gate. 
 
The introduction of this outdoor play provision will encourage local young children to enjoy 
physical activity and build a child’s strength, agility, improve their balance and co-ordination as 
well as provide them an opportunity to interact with others and develop their social skills. 

 



 

“The Great War affected the lives of 
many families in the Rochdale Borough.  
It’s important that we reflect and 
remember the huge sacrifices of our 
Armed Forces and their families” 
Councillor Sultan Ali 
Chair of Rochdale Township 

Committee 

 

Recipient: Environmental Management, Rochdale Council 

Project: Broadfield Park World One War Centenary Flower Bed 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £4,500 

 
A flower bed was installed in Broadfield Park to create a floral display to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the beginning of World War One.  The bedding scheme located below 
the John Bright Statue in Broadfield Park depicted two large red poppies and the message 
‘1914-2014 centenary’ created from 26,000 plants.  Each square metre of the display 
contained 450 plants with Alternanthera in the colours of burgundy bronze, gold green and 
bright red plus herbaceous flowering plant Ajuga in chocolate used.  This living display 
measured 12m by 5m and it was supplied in pre-rooted tiles of plants for placing in a pre-
prepared bed following a set plan.  The site became a colourful work of art and this floral 
display received a ‘Highly Commended for Excellence’ award from North West in Bloom. 
 
The centenary flower bed at the gateway into Rochdale town centre made a stunning visual 
tribute to those who made the ultimate sacrifice in service of their country. 


